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ANIMAL AND PLANT HEALTH INSPECTION SERVICE 
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additional information. 


1 . Registration No; 57-F-0004 
Customer No: 947 


ANNUAL REPORT OF RESEARCH FACILITY 

(TYPE OR PRINT) 


Interagency Report Control No 

0180-DOA-AN 


FORM APPROVED 
0MB NO. 0579-0036 


Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
1600 Clifton Road, NE ' 

Mailstop D-14 ^ \ 

Atlanta, GA 30333 ^ ?005 


3. 

r- . _ l-OCATIONS fs/fes; - See Attached Listing 

REPORT OF ANIMALS USED BY OR UNDER CONTROL OF RisEARCHFACIlTTV(4».,.h - 

A “ _ ^ (Attach additional sheets if necessary or use APHIS Form 7023A) 

B. Numhar nf an!e«.«l. a' at . / 


Animals Covered By The Animal 
Welfare Regulations 


B. Number of animals 
being bred, 
conditioned, or held 
for use in teaching, 
testing, 
experiments, 
research, or 
surgery but not yet 
used for such 
purposes. 


C. Number of upon 
which teaching, 
research, 

experiments, or tests 
were conducted 
involving no pain, 
distress, or use of 
pain-relieving drugs. 


0. Number of animals upon 
which experiments, 
teaching, research, surgery, 
or tests were conducted 
involving accompanying 
pain or distress to the 
animals and for which 
appropriate anesthetic, 
analgesic, ortranquilizing 
drugs were used. 


4. Dogs 

0 

"o 

1) 

5. Cats 

6. Guinea Pigs 

: 0 

0 

0 

20 

4 

438 

7. Hamsters 

8. Rabbits 

12 

452 

~545 

0 

121 

63 

9. Non-Human 
Primates 

I 357 

329 

113 

10. Sheep 

0 

0 

~ 0 ” 

11. Pigs 

0 

0 

0 

12. Other Farm 
Animals 

13. Other Animals 



See APHIS i 


E. Numl»r of animals upon which teaching, 
experiments, research, surgery or tests were 
conducted involving accompanying pain or 
distress to the animals and for which the use of 
appropriate anesthetic, analgesic, or 
tranquilizing drugs would have adversely 
affected the procedures, results, or 
interpretation of the teaching, research, 
experiments, surgery, or tests. (An explanation 
of the pix^edures producing pain or distress in 
these animals and the reasons such drugs were 
not used must be attached to this report.) 

0 

0 

30 

0 

0 

0 


0 

0 


TOTAL No. OF 
ANIMALS 

(Cols C + D » E) 


0 

0 

472 

997 

184 

442 

0 

0 


1) 


ASSURANCE STATEMENTS 


t^ilizing anrfoZfnHt^al appropriate^ inesthetic, analgesic, and 

2) Each principal investigator has consklered alternatives to painful proce ” expenmentation were followed by this research facility. 

and «*P'3i^ned bTSnciJaShJatoT^^^^ to the standards and regulations be specified 

exceptions is attached to this annual report. In addition to iSS WCUC ® ^ "" ‘h® 

Tif "Ott OS the spedes and number of anima°s 'affected.® exceptions, this summary indudes a brief explanation of 

_ adga uacy of ot ^as^e'ets o /a'n!mrcTe‘'Ld^ appropnate authority to ensure the provision of adequate veterinary care and to oversee the 

CERTIFICATION BY HEADQUART^ RESEARCH^^ITY OFFiaAL^'' 

I (£tif^^tlfaUh^abo^/"‘^f ' Responsible Institutional official) 

Sianatureofr Pn i »•. • ^ Po^^Plete (7 U.S.C. Section 2143) 

Signature of C.E.O. or Institutional Official e t-., 

* Name & Title of C.E.O. or Institutinnai nfr„.;,i i 1^^^ signed 
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This report is required by law (7 USC 2143). Failuie to report according to the See below for Interagency Report Control No 

regulations can result In an order to cease and desist and to be subject to penalties additional information. 01 30-DOA-AN 

;as provided for in Section 2150. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
:| ANIMAL AND PLANT HEALTH INSPECTION SERVICE 

i j 

ANNUAL REPORT OF RESEARCH FACILITY 

(TYPE OR PRINT) 

1. Registration No; 57-F-0004 | FORM APPROVED 

Customer No: 947 | OMB NO. 0579-0036 

2. Headquarters Research Facility (Name and Address, as rs 
with USDA, include Zip Code): 

Centers for Disease Control and Preven 
1600 Clifton Road Ijf® 

Mailstop D-14 

Atlanta, GA 30333 1 Nfi V ft /nOG 

U: _ - 

gistered 

:ion 

1 

1 

IrEPORT of animals used by or UNDER CONTROL OF RESEARCH FACILITY (Attach additional sheets ifnece~ssalfaras9tfiiB4 


1a. 

[ Animals Covarad By The 

1 Animal Walfare Regulations 

i 

B. Numbar of animals 
being bred« 
conditioned, or held 
for use in teaching, 
testing, experiments, 
research, or surgery 
but not yet used for 
such puiposes. 

C. Number of upon which 
teaching, research, 
experiments, or tests 
were conducted 
involving no pain, 
distress, or use of paln» 
Felieving drugs. 

D. Number of enimels 
upon vriiich 
experiments, teaching, 
research, surgery, or 
tests were conducted 
Involving accompanying 
pain or distress to the 
animals and for which 
appropriate anesthetic, 
analgesic, or 
tranquilizing drugs were 
used. 

E. Number of animals upon which teaching, 
experiments, research, surgery or tests were 
conducted involving accompanying pain or 
distress to the animals and for which the use of 
appropriate anesthetic, analgesic, or 
tranquilizing drugs would have adversely 
affected the procedures, result^, or interpretation 
of the teaching, research, experiments, surgery, 
or tests. (An nxp/anation of the procectores 
producing pain or dlstrass In tt^o anlntala and 
tha raasana such drugs wan not used must ba 
attached to this report) 

F. 

TOTAL No. OF ^ 
ANIMALS 

(Cols. C + D + E) ; 



[ 1) Professionally acceptable standards governing the care, treatment, and use of animals, Including appropriate use of anesthetic, analgesic, and 

i tranquilizing drugs, prior to, during, and following actual research, teaching, testing, surgery, or experimentation were followed by this research facility. 
2) Each principal investigator has considered alternatives to painful procedures. 

I 3} This facility is adhering to the standards and regulations under the Act, and it has required that exceptions to the standarrte and regulations be specified 
I and explained by the principal investigator and approved by the Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (lACUC). A summary of all the 

I exceptions is attached to this annual raport. In addition to identifying the lACUC-approved exceptions, this summary includes a brief explanation of 

the exceptions, as well as the species and number of animals affected. 

4) The attending veterinarian for this research facility has appropriate authority to ensure the provision of adequate veterinary care and to oversee the 
I adequacy of other aspects of animal care and use. 


CERTIFICATION BY HEADQUARTERS RESEARCH FACILITY OFFICIAL 
(Chief Executive Officer or Legally Responsible Institutional offlcial) 

1 certify that the above is true, correct, and complete (7 U.S.C. Section 2143) 

[signature of C.E.O. or Institutional Official 

Name & Title of C.E.O. or Institutional Official 


Date Signed: 

I 

I 

i 

(b)(6), (b)(7)c 
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iThis report is required by law (7 USC 2143), Failure to report according to the See beiow for 

regulations can result in an order to cease and desist and to be subject to penalties additional information, 

as provided for in Section 2150, 


I UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 1 . Registration No: 57-F-0004 
i ANIMAL AND PLANT HEALTH INSPECTION SERVICE Customer No: 947 


interagency Report Controi No 
0180-DOArAN 


FORM APPROVED 
0MB NO. 0579-0036 


ANNUAL REPORT OF RESEARCH FACILITY 

(TYPE OR PRINT) 


2, Headquarters Research Facility (Name and Address, as registered 
with USDA, include Zip Code): 

Centers for Disease ConteLand Prevention 
1600 Clifton Road NE M - ^ V 7 - 

Mailstop D-14 1 ^ 

Atlanta. GA 30333 j 


IREPORT OF ANIMALS USED BY OR UNDER CONTROL OF RESEARCH FACILITY {Attach addft/ona/ sheets /fneces^^ry or use this form.) 


An}nfHils CQV«r9d By ITio 
Animal Weifara Regulationa 


B. Number of animals 
being bred, 
conditioned, or Held 
for use in teaching, 
testing, experiments, 
research, or surgery 
but not yet used for 
such purposes. 


C. Number of upon which 
teaching, research, 
experfmenta, or tests 
were conducted 
involving no pein, 
distress, or use of pain* 
relieving drugs. 


I D. Number of animals upon 
which exp^ments, 
teaching, research, 
surgery, or tests were 

I conducted involving 
accompanying pain or 
distress to the animals 
and for which 
appropriate anesthetic, 
analgesic, or 

I tranquilizing drugs were 
used. 


E. Number of animals upon ^Ichi eaching, 
experiments, research, surgeryi >r teste were 
conducted involving accompan| Ing pain or 
distresstotheanimalsandforihichtheuseof TOTAL No. OF 
appropriate aneethetic, analged or ANIMALS 

trenquilizing drugs would have « idversely 

affected the procedures, resuM or (Cols. C + D -i- E) 

interpretation of the teaching, rf search, 

experiments, surgery, or test^ An explanation 

of the procedure producing not distress in 

these animals and the reasons r uch drugs were 

not used rnust be attached toths report^ 


jRoboravsky's 
iDwarf Hamster 

iDeer Mouse 



iSouthern Flying 
jSquirrel 


Texas Antelope 
Squirrel 


|Ord Kangaroo Rat 
(Mexican Vole 



{ ASSURANCE STATEMENTS 

I lj Professianaliy acceptable stendanis governing the care, treatment and use of animals, including appropriate use of anes^etic, analgesic, and 

tranquilizing drugs, prior to, during, and following actual research, teaching, testing, surgery, or experimentation were followed by this research facility. 

2) Each principal investigator has considered alternatives to painful procedures. 

3) This facility is adhering to the standards and regulations under the Act, and it has required that exceptions to the standards and regulations be specified 
and explained by the principal investigator and approved by the Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (lACUC). A summary of all the 
exceptions is attached to this annual report. In addition to identifying the lACUC-approved exceptions, this summary indudes a brief explanation of 
the exceptions, as well as the species and number of animals aftected. 

4) The attending veterinarian for this research facilHy has appropriate authority to ensure the provision of adeq uate veterinary care and to oversee the 
adequacy of other aspects of animal care and use. 

CERTIFICAfiON BY HEAI^ARTERS 

(Chief Executive Officer or Legally Responsible Institutional official) 
i I certify that the above is true, correct, and complete (7 U.S.C. Section 2143) 


[signature of C.E.O. or Institutional Official Name & Title of C.E.O. or Institutional Official jOate Signed 


{b)(6), (b)(7)c 


[Date Signed: | 
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Animals Covered By The 
Animal Welfare Regulations 


I B. Number of animals 
being bred, 
conditioned, or held 
I for use in teaching, 
tasting, experiments, 
research, or surgery 
but not yet used for 
I such pivposes. 


C. Number of upon which 
teaching, research, 
experiments, ortests 
were conducted 
Involving no pain, 
distresa, or use of pain- 
relieving drugs. 


D. Number of animais upon 
which experiments, 
teaching, research, 
surgery, or tests were 
conducted Involving 
accompanying pain or 
distress to the animds 
and for which 
appropriate anesthetic, 
artalgesic, or 
tranquilizing drugs were 
used. 


E. Number of animals upon which) teaching, 
experiments, research, surgery or tests were 
conducted involving accompan^ng pain or 
distress to the animals and for which the use of 
appropriate anesthetic, analgesic, or 
tranquilizing drugs would have: adversely 
affected the procedures, results, or 
interpretation of the teaching, research, 
experinfwnts, surgery, or tests. (An explanation 
of the procedures producing pain or distress In 
these animals and the reasons such drugs were 
not used must be attached to tpls report.^ 


TOTAL No. OF 
ANIMALS 


iNorthern 

Grasshopper 

iMouse 


Plains Pocket 
IMouse 

ISilky Pocket 
IMouse 


iBrush Mouse 

fwhite-Footed 

IMouse 

INorthern Rock 
jMouse 

jPinon Mouse 


IWestern Harvest 
jMouse 

fPock Squirrel 
[besert Cottontail 
iCIiff Chipmunk 







1 I 

1 

2" ! 

0 

1 I 

g 


ASSURANCE STATEMENTS 


1 ) Professionally acceptable standards governing the care, treatment, and use of animals, including appropriate use of anesthetic, analgesic, and 
tranquilizing drugs, prior to, during, and following actual research, teaching, testing, surgery, or experimentation were followed by this research facility. 

2) Each principal investigator has considered alternatives to painful procedures. 

3) This facility is adhering to the standards and regulations under the Act, and It has required fiiat exceptions to the standards and regulations be specified 
and explained by the principal investigator and approved by the Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (lACUC). A summary of all the 
exceptions Is attached to this annual report. In addition to identifying the lACUC-approved exceptions, this summary includes a brief explanation of 
the exceptions, as well as the species and number of animals affected. 

4) The attending veterinarian for this research fadlity has appropriate authority to ensure the provision of adequate veterinary care and to oversee the 
adequacy of other aspects of animal care and use. 


CERTIFICATION BY HEADQUARTERS RESEARCH FACILITY OFFICIAL 

(Chief Executive Officer or Legally Responsible Institutional official) 

I certify that the above Is true, correct, and complete (7 U.S.C. Section 2143) 

Signature of C. i.O. or In^itutional Official [Name & Title of C.E.O. or Institutional Official 

I (b)(6), (b)(7)c 


[bate Signed; 
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This report is required by law (7 USC 2143). Failure to report according to the See beiow for 

regulations can result in an order to cease and desist and to be subject to penalties additional information, 

as provided for in Section 2150. 


I UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 1. Registration No; 57-F-0004 
i i ANIMAL AND PLANT HEALTH INSPECTION SERVICE Customer No: 947 


Interagency Report Control No 
0180-DOA-AN 


ANNUAL REPORT OF RESEARCH FACILITY 

(TYPE OR PRINT) 


1. Registration No; 57-F-0004 | FORM APPROVED 

Customer No: 947 | 0MB NO. 0579"0036 

2. Headquarters Research Faciiity (Name and Address, as registered 
with USDA, include Zip Code): 

Centers for Disease Contrefcati^FreveRtiocL, 

1 600 Clifton Road NE P 
Mailstop D-14 
Atlanta, GA 30333 


REPORT OF ANIMALS USED BY OR UNDER CONTROL OF RESEARCH FACILITY (Attach additional sheets if necessary or use this form.) 


Animals Covered By The 
Animal Welfare Regulations 


[Least Chipmunk 

Iwestern Jumping 
|Mouse 

jshaw's jird 


jSkunk 


IWallaby 

j Grasshopper 
iMouse 


B. Number of animals 
being bred, 
conditioned, or held 
for use in teaching, 
testing, experiments, 
research, or surgery 
but not yet used for 
such purposes. 


I C. Number of upon vdiieh 
teaching, research, 
experiments, or teste 
were conducted 
involving no pain, 
distress, or use of pain- 
i relieving drugs. 



[Kangaroo Rat 
IWood Rat 


D. Number of animals upon 
which experiments, 
teaching, research, 
surgery, or tests vrere 
conducted involving 
accompanying pain or 
distress to the anlntals 
and for which 
appropriate anesthetic, 
analgesic, or 
tranquilizing drugs were 
used. 


E. Number of animals upon which teaching, 
experiments, research, surgery or tests w«re 
conducted involving accompanyirtg pain or 
distress to the animals and for which the use of 
appropriate anesthetic, analgesic, or 
tranquilizing drugs would have aversely 
affected the procedures, results, or 
interpretation of the teaching, research, 
experiments, surgery, or tests. {An exp/anatio/r 
of the procedures producing ps/n or distress in 
these animals and the reasons such drugs ware 
not used must be attached to 0iis report.) 


TOTAL No, OF 
ANIMALS 

(Cola. C + D + E) 


P 30 

0 

I 0 

0 

i ^ 

0 

I 42 

0 

1 

41 

0 



ASSURANCE STATEMENTS 

1) Professionally acceptable standards governing the care, treatment, and use of animals, including appropriate use of anesthetic, analgesic, and 
tranquilizing drugs, prior to, during, and following actual research, teaching, testing, surgery, or experimentation were followed by this research f 


I 2) Each principal investigator has considered alternatives to painful procedures. 

3) This facility is adhering to the standards and regulations under the Act, and it has required that exceptions to the standards and regulations be specified 
and explained by the principal investigator and approved by the Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (lACUC), A summary of all the 
exceptions is attached to this annual report. In addition to identifying the lACUC-approved exceptions, this summary includes a brief explanation of 
the exceptions, as virell as the species and number of animals affected. 

j 4) The attending veterinarian for this research facility has appropriate authority to ensure the provision of adequate veterinary care and to oversee the 

I adequacy of other aspects of animal care and use. 

[ CERTIFiCAfiON BY HEADQUART^ 


(Chief Executive Officer or Legally Responsible Institutional official) 

I fhat tho ahn\/A iq fnia rtftrrftrtt anrl rj^mnletA ll R O 
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Attachment A: Facility Locations (Sites); USDA, APHIS, Form 7023, x>iOck 3 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
Registration Number: 57-F-0004 
Customer Number: 947 


1 . CDC/CCID, 1600 Clifton Road NE, Atlanta, GA 30333 





Attachment B: Category t, explanations, USDA, APHIS Form 7023 Page 1 of 2 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
Registration Number: 57-F-0004 

Protocol: 1399KATFERC-A1 
Species (common name): Ferret 
Number: 2 

Explanation of procedure producing pain and/or distress: 

Ferrets are an optimal animal model for the study of influenza virus pathogenesis and 
transmissibility because they are naturally susceptible to influenza viruses, exhibit similar disease 
signs and transmissibility of viruses as is seen in humans. Animals were infected intranasally with 
avian influenza viruses and were inspected daily for disease signs. Animals in category E either 
died unexpectedly without showing severe clinical signs and symptoms or were euthanatized 
because they exhibited the following signs: impaired respiration, > 25% weight loss, reduced 
body temperature for > 3 days, neurological sjmiptoms such as paresis or torticollis. 

Justification why pain and/or distress could not be relieved: 

The experiments were conducted to determine whether a particular virus could transmit from 
infected to naive animal. It is expected that transmissibility is at least in part associated with the 
amount of viral replication and use of any antiviral drugs to mitigate the infection would result in 
reducing the replication of the virus and therefore would interfere with the ability of a virus to 
transmit to naive animals. 

Protocol: 1416KATFERC-A1 
Species (common name): Ferret 
Number: 9 

Explanation of procedure producing pain and/or distress: 

Ferrets are an optimal animal model for the study of influenza virus pathogenesis and 
transmissibility because they are naturally susceptible to influenza viruses, exhibit similar disease 
signs and transmissibility of viruses as is seen in humans. Animals were infected intranasally with 
avian influenza viruses and were inspected daily for disease signs. Animals in category E either 
died unexpectedly without showing severe clinical signs and symptoms or were euthanatized 
because they exhibited the following signs: impaired respiration, > 25% weight loss, reduced 
body temperature for > 3 days, neurological symptoms such as paresis or torticollis. 

Justification why pain and/or distress could not be relieved: 

The experiments were conducted to determine whether a particular virus could transmit from 
infected to naive animal. It is expected that transmissibility is, at least in part, associated with the 
amount of viral replication and use of any antiviral drugs to mitigate the infection would result in 
reducing the replication of the virus and therefore would interfere with the ability of a virus to 
transmit to naive animals. 

Protocol: 1431REGPRAC-A1 
Species (common name): Prairie Dog 
Number: 25 

Explauation of procedure producing pain and/or distress: 

Infection with monkeypox virus in prairie dogs. Prairie dogs showed similar signs of disease as 
observed in humans during the 2003 outbreak. 

Justification why pain and/or distress could not be relieved: 

Prairie dogs were chosen as part of efforts to identify a good animal model for monkeypox 
infection. Antiviral drugs would have interfered with monitoring the pathogenicity of this virus. 

Protocol: 1435KATFERC-A1 
Species (common name): Ferret 
Number: 3 


NT/ V if 0 2i 



Attachment B: Category b Explanations, USDA, APHIS Form 7023 Page 2 of 2 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
Registration Number; 57-F-0004 

Explanation of procedure producing pain and/or distress: 

Ferrets are an optimal animal model for the study of influenza virus pathogenesis and 
transmissibility because they are naturally susceptible to influenza viruses, exhibit similar disease 
signs and transmissibility of viruses as is seen in humans. Animals were infected intranasally with 
avian influenza viruses and were inspected daily for disease signs. Animals in category E either 
died unexpectedly without showing severe clinical signs and symptoms or were euthanatized 
because they exhibited the following signs: impaired respiration, > 25% weight loss, reduced 
body temperature for > 3 days, neurological symptoms such as paresis or torticollis. 

Justification why pain and/or distress could not be relieved: 

Experiments were conducted to investigate the virulence of different highly pathogenic avian 
influenza viruses. The use of antivirals or other agents that would mitigate disease symptoms 
would prevent the detection of pathogenic traits of a virus. 

Protocol: 1436TUMFERC-A1 
Species (common name): Ferret 
Number: 29 

Explanation of procedure producing pain and/or distress: 

The majority of ferrets were infected with highly pathogenic influenza virus given intranasally. 
These viruses caused severe illness and in some cases ferrets had to be euthanized since death 
was not the intended endpoint. 

Justification why pain and/or distress could not be relieved: 

The experiments were conducted to determine whether an influenza virus could transmit and 
cause disease in the animal. Anesthetics, analgesics, and/or tranquilizers cannot be used for the 
relief of pain due to the potential for interference with the biological effects of influenza 
infection. Such agents can potentially cause side affects acting as respiratory depressants or 
affecting the irmate immune response and the replication of the virus. Therefore it is not possible 
to administer such therapeutic agents as they would confound the experimental results. 

Protocol: 1458TUMGUIC 
Species (common name): Guinea Pig 
Number: 30 

Explanation of procedure producing pain and/or distress: 

The majority of guinea pigs were infected with highly pathogenic influenza virus given 
intranasally. These viruses caused severe illness and in some cases guinea pigs had to be 
euthanized since death was not the intended endpoint. 

Justification why pain and/or distress could not be relieved: 

The experiments were conducted to determine whether an influenza virus could transmit and 
cause disease in the animal. Anesthetics, analgesics, and/or tranquilizers cannot be used for the 
relief of pain due to the potential for interference with the biological effects of influenza 
infection. Such agents can potentially cause side affects acting as respiratory depressants or 
affecting the innate immune response and the replication of the virus. Therefore it is not possible 
to administer such therapeutic agents as they would confound the experimental results. 



Attachment C: Exceptions to Regulations and Standards' USDA, APHio, Form 7023 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
Registration Number: 57-F-0004 
Customer Number: 947 


During the reporting period, the following exceptions to the recommendations in the Guide for 
the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals were granted by the CDC - Atlanta Institutional Animal 
Care and Use Committee (lACUC): 

1 . Regarding the cage size for a chimpanzee - An issue considered by the CDC-Atlanta 
lACUC during the reporting period concerned a chimpanzee that was larger than 50 
kilograms and thus needed a more permanent housing structure as recommended in the 
Guide rather than the conventional caging that was available at the time. The Attending 
Veterinarian requested an exception from the recommendations in the Guide (Table 2.2, 
pp. 28-29) for a period of four weeks. The committee voted as a quorum (5 in favor, 1 
opposed, 0 abstain) to approve the temporary exception on March 24, 2006. This animal 
was subsequently retired from research and relocated in August 2006. The CDC-Atlanta 
lACUC approved on August 3 1 , 2006 a policy titled “Housing and utilizing chimpanzees 
in research at CDC-Atlanta facilities” that specifies conditions for housing and utilization 
of chimpanzees in research at the CDC Roybal campus facilities, including specific 
criteria for age selection, socialization, and retirement of chimpanzees from active 
research. 

2. Regarding housing multiple species (dormice and Gambian rats) in the same room in 
unprotected caging, the Attending Veterinarian of the high-containment area provided 
written justification for such housing to the CDC-Atlanta lACUC on September 28, 2006. 
The committee voted as a quorum (7 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstain) to approve the 
exception on October 2, 2006. Dormice and Gambian rats are gregarious species and they 
are frequently held in the same room during quarantine and distribution. Currently, we 
keep the dormice in microisolator cages and only handle the dormice under the biosafety 
cabinet. Rodent disease transmission can be decreased by microisolator caging or 
through ventilated racks. We provide negative ventilated racks for dormice but due to the 
size of the Gambian rats this type of caging is currently unavailable. Overall, housing 
multiple species of rodents in one room with proper barriers and disease prevention 
procedures does not cause a significant concern for interspecies disease transmission. 

The behavioral and physiologic stress due to interspecies conflict is minimized due to the 
decrease in visual contact and physical separation of the species. Currently, the housing 
of these species is necessaty until the ABSL-3 is cleared to allow quarantined animals 
into the facility. Presently, we only have one room to house these animals and neither of 
these species has shown aggressive tendencies toward the other species. 



